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Brenda Brown, member of the CSUEU, shouts in protest of the layoffs at a SJSU rally that concluded in front of Tower Hall 
on Thursday. MICHELLE GACHET / SPARTAN DAILY
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Local activists protest staff  layoff s SJSU’s lone 
pharmacist 
laid off  after 
budget cuts
Spartans win two in series
About 100 people were at Thursday's 
rally in the Student Union Amphitheater, 
which was held to protest the staff layoffs 
announced in April.
The rally started at the amphitheater and 
ended with a march to Tower Hall.
“This campus is the mother of the CSU 
system,” said Patrick Gantt, president of 
the California State University Employees 
Union. “It’s very symbolic that we take the 
fi ght here today."
The union has received notifi cations stat-
ing that 73 SJSU employees will be laid off, 
said Vera Acevedo, president of the CSU 
Employees Union Chapter 307, which rep-
resents SJSU.
Acevedo said the rally was held to show 
support for the employees that are being laid 
off and to send a message to SJSU President 
Jon Whitmore.
Gantt said the layoffs will change the way 
SJSU does business and will lead to some 
student services being reduced and some 
student services not being available at all.
“These layoffs are unnecessary,” he said. 
“It will increase workload on remaining 
staff.”
Students pay more, but are provided 
with fewer faculty and staff members to help 
them, said Gilbert Villareal, a unit seven 
representative for the SJSU chapter of the 
CSU Employees Union.
The layoffs are not yet fi nal, said Villar-
eal, an administrative support coordinator.
The union and the CSU will go into bar-
gaining at some point to discuss the layoffs 
as well as further actions to mitigate layoffs, 
he said.
Ivan Chew, a sophomore mechanical en-
gineering major, said he thought the speak-
ers were providing useful information to the 
crowd.
Having different perspectives in the form 
of different speakers helped make the event 
successful, said sophomore sociology major 
Ysenia Sepulveda.
Sepulveda, who is also a member of the 
Gulf Coast Civic Works Project at SJSU, 
said she attended the rally to support of her 
group and the CSU Employees Union.
“We joined forces with (the Union),” she 
said.
Villareal said members of the union's 
SJSU chapter and members of the Gulf 
Coast Civic Works Project were planning to 
put on separate events, but decided to work 
together once they realized the events would 
focus on similar issues and attract the same 
crowd.
“We’re concerned with high unemploy-
ment rates not only in California and on 
the Gulf Coast, but nationwide,” said Holly 
Rude, a junior sociology major and the sec-
retary for the SJSU chapter of the Gulf Coast 
Civic Works Project.
For this event, Villareal said the focus of 
the SJSU chapter of the union was to raise 
awareness about the 73 layoffs.
“Layoffs are based upon seniority within 
a specifi c classifi cation,” he said. “The em-
ployee with the least amount of seniority 
will get laid off fi rst.”
Villareal said in this case, the administra-
tion at SJSU decided the number of employ-
ees that would be laid off within each clas-
sifi cation.
The information was then given to the 
people at the CSU Chancellor’s Offi ce in 
Long Beach, Calif., which in turn sent for-
mal layoff notifi cations to the headquarters 
of the CSU Employees Union in Sacramen-
to, he said.
This information was then passed on to 
the SJSU chapter of the employees union, 
Villareal said.
Gantt said layoff notices are required to 
be delivered at least 60 days in advance and 
reassignment notices must be delivered at 
least 7 days in advance.
Portrait of SJSU pharmacist Patricia Jones in front 
of the Student Health Center on Friday. 
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CSU Employees Union marches with Gulf Coast Civil Works Project
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The call from the director’s offi ce came on April 15, Patricia 
Jones said. It was about the SJSU budget.
“He handled it very well,” she said. “I would not have wanted 
to be in his position.”
Jones, a pharmacist at the Student Health Center said she was 
informed she was being laid off.
“The health center needed to identify positions that offered sig-
nifi cant salary savings with the least impact on students,” said Pat 
Lopes Harris, director of media relations for SJSU.
The health center is funded with student fees and, because of 
enrollment reductions, the center’s budget decreased, she said.
On the same day, President Jon Whitmore announced 76 lay-
offs at SJSU for the 2010-11 fi scal year at a news conference.
“That night when I went home, I was stunned because I never 
expected my position to be done away with ... ” Jones said.
Jones is the only licensed pharmacist at the health center, said 
Roger Elrod, health center director.
As a result of the layoff, he said the pharmacy will close its 
doors to students on Oct. 31, Jones’ the last day of work.
“With the pharmacy done away with … it is sort of like drop-
ping people off the edge of a cliff, saying, ‘Good, now, fi nd your 
way,’” Jones said.
The pharmacist’s position was eliminated because it was not 
being “heavily utilized,” Harris said.
“It is unfortunate but that is what happens when a budget 
shortfall causes us the need to shrink,” she said.
Michelle Gachet
Multimedia Editor
See LAYOFFS, Page 3
Because of 
technical issues, 
the online 
edition of the 
Spartan Daily 
will be 
temporarily at
news.sjsu.edu.
Move may violate CSU Executive Order
The three following fl ags should have been 
printed in the April 28 issue of the Spartan Daily.
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QTIP event enlightens
Costa Rica Republic of VietnamIran
With the help of the university, the city, a 
local organization and Target Corporation, 
1200 volunteers were on hand Friday for 
the fourth annual Day of Service, said the 
executive director of student affairs. 
"Today, we have 28 project sites," said 
Cathy Busalacchi, who has organized the 
event since its inception. "They're various 
projects from picking up trash to painting 
to removing graffi ti to working in schools, 
gardening, planting trees. (We're) really go-
ing out, helping the community and doing 
community work."
The Day of Service, which took place 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., teaches students 
the meaning of giving back to their commu-
nity, said Busalacchi, executive director of 
the Student Union.
"It's a combination of support — we 
supply the volunteers and the city supplies 
projects," she said, adding that the proj-
ects were located within a mile and a half 
of SJSU.
SJSU President Jon Whitmore ad-
dressed the volunteers gathered on Tower 
Lawn before work commenced for the day, 
and said tough times called for more service 
to help people who have been put at a disad-
vantage by the economic climate.
"I met last night with the Downtown 
Residents Association and they are very, 
very thankful for your helping them fi x up 
their community, for those people who live 
right around campus," Whitmore said.
Busalacchi noted assistance from the 
Day of Service committee, composed of 
SJSUs Amy Guerra-Smith, Dayana Salazar, 
Jeff Russell and Melvin Rodriguez of Com-
mUniverCity and City of San Jose's Paul 
Pereira.
Denny's Restaurants provided lunches 
for all participants and Target Corporation 
contributed $10,000 to the event, she said.
The number of volunteers expanded 
during the fi rst three years of Day of Ser-
vice, Busalacchi said, but this year she said 
the project and volunteer totals were cut 
back.
"It has become to the point where we 
have to manage it with numbers so it's 
reasonable," Busalacchi said. "We initially 
started out with 750, then it grew to 1200. 
Last year we went to 1500, but that got dif-
fi cult because you have to have two rounds 
of buses, and we had 40-some project sites. 
So it becomes a little bit diffi cult trying to 
get everyone out and manage it."
Jeshuah Mitchell, a junior justice studies 
major, said the Day of Service is a way for 
SJSU students to make a difference in the 
community and that it is the duty of com-
munity members to keep their area nice.
"I think it's the fi rst time that a lot of 
people do community service," said Aman-
da Dohse, a residential life coordinator for 
campus housing. "So I think it's a great op-
portunity to see what it's like to do commu-
nity service."
The Day of Service helps remind SJSU 
students of their place in the community, 
said Meeghan Harrington, a residential life 
coordinator for campus housing, "outside 
of just being a San Jose State University stu-
dent, being an actual citizen of San Jose."
SJSU sociology lecturer Michael Fallon 
said the event provided an opportunity for 
SJSU students and staff to get involved.
"The day provides its own lessons, but 
hopefully (students) can relate that to their 
general education at San Jose State," he 
said.
Selma Olinder Park Clean-up
Students playing in the recess yard 
at Olinder Elementary School on Friday 
morning watched as a mass of volunteers 
spilled into Selma Olinder Park as part of 
the Day of Service.
"I believe anything that you do that has 
a positive effect on the community helps 
the community," said Huynh Kang, a team 
leader and member of CommUniverCity. 
"Whether it's doing this or cleaning up lit-
ter or covering up graffi ti — it's just basic 
maintenance."
Tasks in the park included cleaning up 
trash and spreading mulch to help grass 
grow, he said.
Athletes from the gymnastics, football 
and cross-country teams were among the 
volunteers at the park.
"I run through these trails all the time," 
said Jessica Gonzales, a cross-country run-
ner and junior interior design major. "So 
it's nice to come out and say, 'Oh, I helped 
make it better' rather than just taking, tak-
ing, taking."
Her teammate, Lauren Dubay, a junior 
industrial design major, said she agreed.
"I like that (the service) is over here, 
because I'm always over here at least three 
times a week," she said. "Because I use it so 
much, I should give back."
Kang, Dubay, Gonzales and about 30 
others cut grass and spread mulch.
"With budget cuts, they might not be 
able to come around with the mower, and 
this would get overgrown with weeds," 
Kang said.
William Street Curb Painting
Junior psychology major Earl Villorente 
said he never thought of who painted the 
curb colors.
"It'd be tight to come back here (to this 
curb) 10 years later," he said. "I'd say 'I 
painted that.'"
Junior business major Chris Bisauta led 
a team of 30 in repainting the red curbs 
along the sidewalks on William Street be-
tween Lolita Avenue and 13th Street.
"Residents need to know there is a fi re 
zone — because this is terrible, what it is 
right now," said Bisauta, pointing to the 
curb. "The fact that they're repainting it, 
making it a red that fi remen can actually 
see, is a big deal for the community."
The team also spent time picking up 
trash in the area and sweeping gutters, he 
said.
Bisauta said there are certain parts of 
San Jose that students do not necessarily 
get to see.
"Now that they're being exposed to this 
area, they get to see where they live," he 
said.
Potential BART station site mural
Among the volunteers spreading paint 
on a wall along 28th Street was political sci-
ence professor Terry Christensen.
"This is gang territory, so messages of 
tolerance and trust and community and 
hope are pretty important," he said.
Christensen and about 20 other volun-
teers joined artist Paul Gonzalez in creating 
a mural on the wall.
"We worked with the words 'communi-
ty,' 'hope,' 'trust' and 'tolerance," Gonzalez 
said. "They wanted to do words and a mural 
that was going to be visible for the BART 
and for the neighborhood."
Sara Wright, a graduate student in pub-
lic administration, said the mural was a 
chance to beautify a future BART station 
location.
"They want to put a station around here, 
and so if people walk up to the station or 
drive by on the train, they'll be able to see 
this beautiful mural," she said. "Also gangs 
are very active in this area, so it's good to 
add some color here, not just blue and red."
Christensen said he enjoyed doing good 
for the community on a nice day outside of 
the classroom.
"I love the community around here," he 
said. "These are neighborhoods that I've 
worked in for years, so it's really nice to 
contribute something to the neighborhood. 
We're 18 blocks from where campus starts. 
It's not that far, but I doubt that many stu-
dents are going to be driving up and down 
this part of 28th Street to actually see the 
sign, so it's more about giving back to the 
community in general than for our students 
to see."
The team also painted an anti-graffi ti 
coating over the mural after it dried, Chris-
tensen said, making it hard for graffi ti to 
stick.
"We'll see if the wall's even still here 
(when the BART comes in)," he said. "We 
do want it to last."
Painting and Tomato Planting
For the second year in a row, a team of 
volunteers was sent to the home of a Por-
tuguese senior citizen on 22nd Street, said 
Sabrine Nainar, a team leader at the site.
"She's a senior and she lives alone, and 
this is her home that she's lived in for years," 
Nainar said. "She's brought up a family here 
and obviously she wants to maintain it."
She said the team, composed of stu-
dents from lecturer Michael Fallon's sociol-
ogy class, worked on repainting the house's 
front porch, middle entrance and backyard 
wall.
"This obviously exposes (the students) 
to someone who is able to own her own 
home," Fallon said. "Here is an example of 
someone who is able to own a home, and 
what it takes to maintain a home. It gets 
them realizing the importance of keeping 
up homes in the neighborhood."
After painting the walls and peeling off 
old tape from the shed, Fallon and his team 
came upon an empty garden patch.
"They did a little gardening project, 
which grew out of the moment," said Nain-
ar, a teacher's assistant for Fallon's class. 
"They asked the owner if she'd like some-
thing done with the garden, so (Fallon) de-
cided to send one of his students out to go 
buy some tomato plants."
She said the team planted fi ve tomato 
plants.
"I think that this little extension of what 
we came here for is an example of being 
fl exible and adapting to what we saw was a 
viable, worthwhile project," Fallon said.
He said the planting was inspired by the 
Veggielution project started by two SJSU 
students.
"We had the work force and the willing-
ness, so it seemed natural once we painted 
this wall we ought to take advantage of this 
sunlit backyard," Fallon said. "I fi gured, 
come August, if she's got some tomatoes 
on the vine, she'll remember what San Jose 
State students did for her. Hopefully, we'll 
leave a legacy all through the summer."
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Student accuses 
Calif. police 
of excessive force
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — A Vietnamese university student whose 
violent arrest was captured on videotape has fi led a lawsuit accusing 
San Jose police of using excessive force.
Phuong Ho said police had no reason to use a stun gun and hit 
him with a baton more than a dozen times during his Sept. 3 arrest 
on suspicion of brandishing a deadly weapon and resisting arrest. 
Ho, a student at San Jose State University, was unarmed.
Prosecutors have declined to fi le charges against the offi cers, 
saying they used force to get Ho to comply with their orders. The 
charges against the 21-year-old Ho have also been dropped.
The lawsuit, fi led in federal court in San Jose, seeks $6 million in 
damages. City and police offi cials declined to comment.
Senior sociology major Eduardo Mendoza plants tomato plants 
in the backyard of a San Jose resident’s home during the SJSU Day 
of Service on Friday. BRIANA CALDERON / SPARTAN DAILY
Volunteers serve community for a day
Tea Party politics not 
gaining steam with 
SJSU students
The chance of a Tea Party group springing up at SJSU seems 
unlikely, a political science professor said.
Terry Christensen said that most politically involved SJSU 
students tend to work with off-campus organizations, reflecting the 
fact that SJSU is still mostly a commuter school.
“So if SJSU students are Tea Partiers, I suspect they engage off 
campus rather than on,” he said. “That said, the Tea Party move-
ment is mostly older white folks — just the reverse of our SJSU 
student demographic.”
Christensen said the Tea Party’s basic principle is anti-taxation, 
exemplified by the group's name — “tea” is an acronym that stands 
for “Taxed Enough Already.”
Tea Partiers support fiscal conservatism and are greatly 
concerned about the growing national deficit, he said.
Christensen said Tea Partiers tend to have anti-government
attitudes — they feel that there is too much regulation and too much 
government intrusion in public and private lives.
According to the Tea Party Patriots, Inc. website, the Tea Party 
movement is grounded in “fiscal responsibility,” “constitutionally 
limited government” and “free markets.”
“The Tea Party Patriots stand with our founders, as heirs to the 
republic, to claim our rights and duties, which preserve their legacy 
and our own,” according to the Patriots website. “We hold, as did 
the founders, that there exists an inherent benefit to our country 
when private property and prosperity are secured by natural law 
and the rights of the individual.”
Matt Castagnolo, a senior computer science major, said both his 
parents are involved in the Tea Party movement.
Based on his experiences with his parents, as well as what he has 
seen of the movement in video clips and in person, Castagnolo said 
he feels that Tea Partiers have conflicting interests.
“They say things like they want there to be, for example, a lower 
government debt,” he said. “At the same time, they don’t want to 
raise taxes or they don’t want to cut spending. Or they want to cut 
spending on important things like social safety.”
Castagnolo said he believes some Tea Partiers have racist views.
“The whole birth certificate thing — that entire conspiracy is 
just filled to the brim with latent racism," he said. "There are other 
things, too — posters of Obama doing a witch doctor dance around 
a fire, poking fun of his African ancestry.”
Castagnolo said his general impression of the Tea Party is that 
it consists largely of people who don’t really understand politics.
“They’re ignorant,” he said. “They do not know history, they do 
not know politics, they do not know anything other than some very 
basic talking points that have been fed to them by, for example, 
Glenn Beck, by Fox News.”
He said that trying to discuss bare-bones facts with Tea Partiers 
is an exercise in futility.
“If you try to talk to them about facts, about science, about 
whatever, if you can’t break that down to a very clear talking point, 
they will think that you are trying to confuse them or lie them or 
something because it’s not clear — because you’re actually talking 
to them about the details of something and not just giving them 
clear sound bites they can parrot back,” Castagnolo said.
Mike Noffsinger, a graduate student in economics, said he 
supports many of the Tea Party’s issues.
“I personally am more libertarian, so I agree with a lot of the 
tenets that the Tea Party supports,” he said. “I can’t speak to what 
individual Tea Party supporters or leaders believe or agree with, 
but as a general matter, I agree with the principles of reducing 
government size.”
Noffsinger said he agrees with the notion that government 
should limit the degree to which it intervenes in public welfare.
“There’s kind of an ideological rift that people should take 
responsibility for themselves instead of passing that responsibility 
on to the government,” he said. “I think the Tea Party represents to 
a large extent preventing people from being restricted to engage in 
activities that they would personally prefer to do.”
Noffsinger said he thinks the Tea Party is one movement in a 
long line of counter-political movements.
“I think that the Tea Party itself is not really a bad thing,” he 
said. “At the very least, it will last for a little while until Republicans 
regain control of Congress and government. Eventually, there will 
be another movement from the Democratic side which will counter 
that Republican administration and sway the country to the left. So 
it’ll be a constant ebb and flow over time.”
Kathryn McCormick
Staff Writer
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To celebrate the Mexican-
American studies department's 
four decades at SJSU, more 
than 70 people gathered Sat-
urday afternoon in the King 
Library’s Cultural Heritage 
Center to consider the depart-
ment's contributions to the uni-
versity.
Marcos Pizarro, chair of the 
Mexican-American studies de-
partment, said it is important 
to refl ect on where the depart-
ment has been, but it is also 
critical to ask where the depart-
ment is going.
Tim Hegstrom, dean of the 
College of Social Sciences, wel-
comed guests and said the de-
partment began in 1969 amid 
the Vietnam War and the strug-
gle for civil and ethnic rights.
“Great beginnings are often 
important because of time and 
place,” he said.
In addition to expanding 
the department's curriculum, 
Pizarro said the department 
is committed to addressing is-
sues that include the retention 
of fi rst-generation college stu-
dents, students of color, immi-
grant students and Educational 
Opportunity Program students.
"This is our agenda, and 
we want people’s support and 
commitment," he said.
The department began as 
the Mexican-American gradu-
ate studies department and was 
the fi rst Chicano studies gradu-
ate program in the country, 
said Julia Curry-Rodriguez, a 
Mexican-American studies pro-
fessor.
Pizarro said graduate stu-
dent enrollment in the Mexi-
can-American studies depart-
ment has risen from three 
students in 1999 to 14 currently.
Former department Chair 
Hector Cordova spoke about 
the social, cultural and aca-
demic climate surrounding the 
department's creation.
“It was a crucible in which 
MAGS (Mexican-American 
graduate studies) got started,” 
he said.
Cordova said there were 
multiple pressures on the de-
partment's founders, including 
critics who opposed funding re-
sources allocated to the depart-
ment and challenges in provid-
ing services to the community 
while at the same time develop-
ing the program.
“There were no books in 
the library that focused on the 
Mexican-Americans,” he said.
Kathryn Blackmer Reyes, 
an associate librarian in the 
university library, said the Chi-
cano collection the Mexican-
American studies department 
developed became the corner-
stone for the Cultural Heritage 
Center, which also houses the 
Asian-American and Africana 
collections.
Curry-Rodriguez said she 
converted her graduate re-
search methods course into an 
opportunity to learn research 
skills and make history.
Ricardo Agredano, a grad-
uate student in Mexican-
American studies, said Curry-
Rodriguez's course became a 
hands-on, collective research 
project documenting the 
department’s history and 
evolution.
Ana Angel, a gradu-
ate student in Mexican-
American studies, said the 
department began with the 
graduate program.
“I like it because there’s 
a lot of support for us,” An-
gel said. “It’s geared for us.”
Jorge Klor de Alva, an-
other former chair of the 
department, said the work 
Mexican-American stud-
ies students are doing at 
SJSU is critical to mak-
ing the state of California 
conscious of the fact that 
Latinos, and Mexicans in 
particular, are a major part 
of its future.
“That idea has not sunk 
in yet,” he said.
Klor de Alva said there 
is a tremendous amount of 
work to be done, similar to 
the efforts put into the cre-
ation of the Mexican-Amer-
ican studies department.
“It’s going to be up to 
the educated Latinos, Mex-
ican-Americans and others to 
save this state,” he said. “Both 
at the legislative level in terms 
of elections and absolutely in 
terms of the kind of scholarship 
and intellectual fi re power that 
we bring.”
Students celebrate four decades of 
Mexican-American studies
Andrew Martinez
Staff Writer
CAMPUSIMAGE
Junior Spanish major Kaycie Perez is handcuffed by Megan Raymond Martinez, a freshman public relations major, during the “Jail & Bail” event hosted by Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
on Thursday. The fraternity held the event to raise money for the Children’s Miracle Network, a non-profi t organization that raises awareness for children’s hospitals and founda-
tions. KIBIWOT LIMO  / SPARTAN DAILY
At the same time, the uni-
versity has encountered some 
problems with the closure of the 
health center’s pharmacy, Harris 
said.
According to Executive Order 
943 from the CSU Chancellor’s 
Offi ce, “Pharmacy services shall 
be made available to support the 
provision of basic and augment-
ed student health services.”
Executive Order 943 is a doc-
ument directed to the presidents 
of all CSU campuses regarding 
policies on university health ser-
vices, according to the document.
“It looks like we are supposed 
to have a pharmacy no matter 
what,” Harris said.
The document states: “The 
campus president or designee 
shall provide staffi ng in a man-
ner that ensures coverage of the 
pharmacy by a registered phar-
macist currently licensed by the 
State of California to the fullest 
extent possible when the Student 
Health Center is open.”
The university is looking into 
the possibility of keeping the 
pharmacist half time, Harris 
said.
When the pharmacist posi-
tion was fi rst considered for lay-
offs, she said it might have been 
that the executive order was un-
familiar to the administration at 
the time.
“That familiarity became bet-
ter known as time went on,” Har-
ris said.
The university is required 
to provide a certain amount of 
leeway time to the employee by 
union contract before the layoff, 
she said.
“Knowing that we need to be 
in the black and that the fi scal 
calendar will turn July 1, it may 
have made sense to provide the 
notice just in case we did decide 
to lay her off,” Harris said. “Our 
books need to be balanced … 
We can’t run in a defi cit. No one 
wants to disrupt someone’s life 
like that, but this is defi nitely not 
a perfect process.”
Jones said that the university 
should have analyzed the issue 
more thoroughly.
“I felt like this is somewhat 
capricious to ignore the chan-
cellor’s decree and do away with 
the basic service that the clinic 
needed,” Jones said. “It does not 
make sense. It is not logical.”
The SJSU chapter of the 
California State University Em-
ployees Union is aware of the 
problem, said Vera Acevedo, 
president of the SJSU chapter.
“We are trying to fi ght the clo-
sure because as far as I know … 
we need to have a pharmacist on 
the campus,” she said.
Representatives of the union 
will be meeting with the Chan-
cellor’s Offi ce to discuss the situ-
ation May 19 and 20, Acevedo 
said.
“In the best of all situations, 
we would know everything about 
every single position that we 
eliminated, but that is just simply 
not going to be true,” Harris said.
Arunesh Joshi, a sophomore 
computer science major, said he 
has used the pharmacy two or 
three times.
If the pharmacy closes down, 
it would not make a difference, 
he said.
“People don’t use it so much,” 
Joshi said. “Mostly people would 
go to Walgreens or order it on-
line.“
Romina Riviere, a senior in-
terior design major, said she 
uses the pharmacy at least once 
a month because of its low cost 
and convenient location.
“That’s going to be awful for 
the students,” she said. “It is 
defi nitely going to be a loss to the 
school.”
Health center director Elrod 
said there is a list available to 
students of 15 pharmacies within 
a three-mile radius of the Uni-
versity.
“A lot of students are already 
choosing to use other local phar-
macies,” he said.
Elrod said those students 
would not have a hard time ad-
justing when the pharmacy is 
closed.
A smaller group would fi nd it 
diffi cult because of lack of trans-
portation or low cost at the phar-
macy, he said.
Jones said keeping the phar-
macy open is important for the 
students’ safety and that without 
it students will not have access to 
the “complete health care pack-
age.”
“I am the last person to see 
them and to help stress the im-
portance of their therapy,” she 
said. “I also catch errors.”
Students will have to rely on 
outside pharmacists who are not 
familiar with them, Jones said.
Melissa Arif, a sophomore in-
ternational business major, said 
that although she has not used 
the pharmacy before because 
she rarely gets sick, she thinks it 
should remain open.
SJSU alumna Tarhata Ro-
sal said she used the pharmacy 
when she was a student because 
of its convenient location.
“If the pharmacy is not open 
then most likely a young person 
will place their medical needs 
and their health needs not as a 
priority anymore because of the 
inconvenience.” Rosal said.
Jones said she disagrees that 
this decision is the one that will 
have less of an impact on stu-
dents.
“The president said that the 
students will not be affected by 
this cuts,” she said. “Well, that 
is not actually true then, if you 
look at the fact that they (stu-
dents) are losing their phar-
macy … They (the university) 
are using this time to make it a 
sleeker, cleaner, faster running 
machine, but they are doing 
some damage when they get rid 
of people that are needed by the 
university.”
LAYOFFS
From Page 1
“
”
It’s going to be up 
to the educated 
Latinos, Mexican-
Americans and 
others to save this 
state. Both at the 
legislative level in 
terms of elections 
and absolutely in 
terms of the kind 
of scholarship and 
intellectual fi re 
power that we
bring.
Jorge Klor de Alva
Former  department chair
Department 
continues to confront 
social issues
”
Vera Acevedo
President of the 
SJSU chapter of the 
CSU Employees Union 
“We are trying to fi ght the closure 
beacause as far as 
I know ... we need 
to have a 
pharmacist 
on the campus.
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SJSU splits weekend series with Sacramento State
Kristen Pearson, Jenn Elias 
& Ben Cadena
Staff Writers
Pitcher Sean Martin releases a pitch during the Spartan’s 5-4 victory during 
the fouth game of the series. KIBIWOT LIMO / SPARTAN DAILY
Game 1 
The Spartan baseball team 
swatted the Sacramento State 
Hornets in the fi rst game of the 
series on Friday afternoon by a 
score of 13-1.
Head Coach Sam Piraro said 
he thought it was a great game 
and was happy about the re-
sults.
"Luke Mazzanti pitched bril-
liantly," Piraro said. "It was one 
of the best outings of the year. Of-
fensively we were good. Defense 
was good."
The Hornets jumped on the 
board with a homer by second 
baseman Blake Miller to give Sac-
ramento State a 1-0 lead.
Things did not heat up un-
til the second inning when third 
baseman/catcher Corey Valine 
scored a run followed by fi rst 
baseman Breyon Canez and out-
fi elder Kerry Jenkins to make it 
3-1 Spartans.
The Spartans did not score 
again until the bottom of the 
fi fth inning when infi elder Richie 
Johnson scored SJSU's fourth run 
of the game.
In the sixth inning, SJSU put 
the game away with nine runs. 
Outfi elder Alex Sofranac, Valine, 
outfi elder Tim Quiery, infi elder 
Richie Johnson, fi rst baseman 
Anthony Bona, infi elder Craig 
Hertler and outfi elder Jason Mar-
tin all scored in the inning.
Sacramento State scored one 
run at the top of the seventh in-
ning, but it wasn't enough as the 
game was called because of the 
run rule.
On Sunday, Zack Jones, a 
pitcher and infi elder, said the 
Spartans played well in the fi rst 
game, but he thought the game on 
Friday set them up for problems 
on Saturday.
"We came over with maybe 
a little extra confi dence that 
shouldn't have been there yester-
day (Saturday), so they rolled on 
us," Jones said.
Infi elder Karson Klauer, who 
had three RBIs, said he thought 
the game was a nice comeback 
from the other Friday games the 
team has played.
"We've been struggling on Fri-
day games," Klauer said. "We've 
had some good outings by Luke 
recently, but we've just had a little 
trouble handling the other team's 
pitching and we fi nally came out 
and kind of took care of busi-
ness."
Game 2
SJSU lost the second game of a 
four game series Saturday, 7-4, to 
Sacramento State.
After a scoreless fi rst inning, 
Sacramento State jumped on the 
board when Kyle Baskett brought 
in Jake Chilton and then scored 
later on a single by Kirby Young 
to make it 2-0 Sacramento State.
Four innings later, the Hornets 
put the game away on a grand 
slam by  Trevor Paine to give Sac-
ramento State a commanding 7-0
The Spartans put their fi rst 
point on the scoreboard when 
senior Karson Klauer hit a home 
run to left fi eld in the sixth inning 
to make it 7-1.
Following the home run, the 
Spartans found more relief as fi rst 
baseman Breyon Canez doubled 
to left center, which brought in 
runners Corey Valine and Alex 
Sofranac to cut the SJSU defi cit 
to 7-3.
The Spartans added a run in 
the bottom of the ninth, but it 
wasn’t enough.
Game 3 
The Spartans struggled in the 
second game of the doubleheader 
against Sacramento State on Sat-
urday, losing 12-3.
The Hornets scored four runs 
in the fi rst inning, three in the sec-
ond and one in the third to lead 
8-0 by the beginning of the fourth 
inning.
Hornet’s players Justin Mez-
zaneras, Justin Lamb, Andrew 
Ayers and Blake Miller each had 
two runs, while Kirby Young, 
Trevor Paine, Josh Powers and 
A.J. Nunez each scored a run.
SJSU infi elder Tim Quiery got 
the Spartans on the board when 
he scored in the fourth on a fi eld-
ing error by Young.
Sacramento State junior Bran-
don Sandoval pitched a complete 
game, giving up two runs while 
striking out eight.
The Hornets poured on two 
more runs in the fi fth to increase 
their lead to 10-1.
SJSU bounced back with two 
runs in the bottom of the sixth in-
ning.
Center fi elder Jason Martin 
scored on a single by Quiery. Qui-
ery scored later in the inning on 
a pitch-hit single by Tyler Chris-
tian.
SJSU had three runs on eight 
hits and two errors in the game.
“They beat us today, but we’ll 
be back tomorrow,” said right 
fi elder Alex Sofranac. “The best 
thing is to get back up and play, 
but it’s been a rough day.”
Game 4
The SJSU baseball team won 
the fi nal game of a four-game se-
ries Sunday against Sacramento 
State in the 11th inning, 5-4, on a 
home run by Karson Klauer.
Head Coach Sam Piraro said 
the team didn’t have any options 
and needed to win the game to 
stay in the playoff series.
“Our goal coming into the 
weekend was to win the series,” 
he said. “We needed to win two 
games.”
In the bottom of the second 
inning, Zack Jones, a pitcher and 
infi elder for the Spartans, hit a 
home run, bringing the score to 
1-0.
Jones said he was feeling com-
fortable at the plate.
“I got a pitch inside and stayed 
inside the ball and found a way to 
get it fair,” he said.
In the bottom of the third in-
ning infi elder Karson Klauer hit a 
home run making the score 2-0.
Klauer said he had some good 
pitches to hit in the game.
“I just tried to take advantage 
of the ones that I got,” he said.
In the bottom of the seventh 
inning, the Spartans tied the game 
at 4 after scoring two runs.
Jones said the comeback by 
the Spartans in the seventh in-
ning was big.
“Karson again, he had a day,” 
Jones said. “J-Mart (Jason Mar-
tin) led it off with a base hit and 
infi eld single and Karson gets 
a timely hit in the gap and that 
was huge and then Alex Sofranac 
looped one over and found a way 
to nestle one in the hole there so 
that was a big team effort right 
there.”
Jones said he felt pretty good 
on the mound when he took over 
pitching in the eighth inning.
“I was able to make some pret-
ty big pitches in a pretty big situ-
ation so I was fortunate there,” he 
said. “Defense played well behind 
me. It starts with them. I just 
throw strikes, they do the rest.”
Piraro said when they tied the 
game in the seventh inning, he 
knew that he was going to send 
Jones in after pitcher Esteban 
Guzman had pitched an inning.
“He had a good, live arm,” Pi-
raro said. “I was going to let Jones 
stay out there till, you know, he 
couldn’t do it anymore, but I had 
a couple of guys come back and 
say they thought they could go an 
inning.”
Klauer said the team is strug-
gling right now to keep the game 
alive and the pitchers did a great 
job on Sunday.
“It could have easily gotten out 
of hand with that three point in-
ning, but Jonesy did a great job of 
holding them down for another 
three or four innings,” Klauer 
said.
Klauer hit his second home 
run in the 11th inning, winning 
the game for the Spartans.
Klauer said was nice to hit two 
runs in the game.
“I don’t hit enough home runs 
to know if they’re out for sure, 
but they felt good off the bat,” he 
said.
Piraro said he was happy to 
see Klauer hit the last run of the 
game.
“Obviously, that home run by 
Karson was sweet music to our 
ears,” Piraro said.
G a m e       S c o r e Wi n n i n g  Te a m
1 13-1 SJSU
2 7-4 Sacramento State
3 12-3 Sacramento State
4 5-4 SJSU
Game Scores
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 A mob of SJSU’s baseball players celebrate Karson Klauer’s 11th inning home run to give the Spartans a 5-4 victory Sunday. The Spartans 
won two of four games this weekend against Sacramento State. KIBIWOT LIMO/ SPARTAN DAILY
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Youth served for 
SJSU tennis team
The SJSU women’s tennis 
team has fi nished the 2010 dual 
season with a record of 11-15 and 
0-8 in the Western Athletic Con-
ference.
The team’s record prevented 
it from earning a spot in the fi eld 
of six teams at the WAC Champi-
onship Tournament.
Dominic Urrutia, a sports in-
formation student assistant, said 
the  competition in the WAC con-
ference was stiff.
“Our team probably had its 
best chance to get a win in the 
Western Athletic Conference 
when they were on the road in 
Ruston, Louisiana against Loui-
siana Tech,” Urrutia said. “And 
they lost that match 5-2.’’
He said this outcome was be-
low the expectations of what the 
team had going into the season, 
but there were many highlights 
throughout the season.
“We started the dual season 
5-1 in the fi rst six matches, which 
was the best starting record that 
SJSU ever had,” Urrutia said.
He said the team played one 
of its best tournaments in the 
Las Vegas Round Robin tourna-
ment at the end of March.
The team went 3-0, defeating 
Idaho State, Southern Utah Uni-
versity and Dixie State.
“I thought we had a really 
good season although our record 
doesn’t show that,” said women’s 
tennis Head Coach Anh-Dao 
Nguyen-Church. “But overall, we 
improved playing-wise.”
Nguyen-Church said individu-
ally, the team had some good re-
cruits that helped them improve 
quite a bit.
Freshman Chau Truong fi n-
ished with a 18-14 singles record 
and had 16 wins in the spring.
“That is a very respectable 
singles record,” Urrutia said. 
“Anything near 20 wins is a re-
spectable season.”
Truong had the third spot of 
the line up for about half the year 
and then began to work her way 
up into the No. 1 spot.
“Truong fi nished 4-3 in the 
number one spot,” Urrutia said. 
“And that was our best re-
cord in the No. 1 position 
for the season.”
Team captain Jennifer 
Williams paired with Ol-
ivia Marshall in doubles 
and combined for a 11-12 
record.
“The 11 wins was the 
most of any doubles duo 
for us in 2010,” Urrutia 
said.
The talent levels within 
the WAC were high this 
year, he said.
Nguyen-Church said 
despite the level of compe-
tition the team had some 
great matches and fought 
hard.
“It’s a young team,” she 
said. “We only lost one se-
nior in the top 6, and two 
in the top 8. I think we’re 
going to be a lot better 
next year.”
Nguyen-Church said Sebas-
tiani Leon-Chao, a new fresh-
man recruit from San Diego, has 
signed with SJSU and will be an 
asset to the team.
 SJSU’s Sandra Florea (left) and Kerri Kummer play a double’s match against Northern Iowa 
University on March 16, 2010. BRIANA CALDERON/ SPARTAN DAILY
Andrew Martinez
Staff Writer
Softball player swings for fences, lands in record books 
Spartan softball catcher Brit-
tany McConnell became the all-
time career home run leader at 
SJSU on February 19, said soft-
ball Head Coach Peter Turner.
“It’s exciting,” said McCon-
nell, a senior child development 
major, who is also the all-time 
career RBI holder at SJSU.
Turner said McConnell’s 
achievement is indicative of her 
ability.
“(Playing with the Spartan 
team) is hard work, especially 
because it’s a (Division I) pro-
gram, which is pretty high up 
compared to most levels  of soft-
ball,” McConnell said.
She said her success resulted 
from her hard work combined 
with the  support and  help from 
her teammates and coaches.
“(We were all) really happy 
for her when that happened,” 
said teammate Sarah Taylor, a 
senior sociology major. “I think 
that’s a great accomplishment 
and she should be really proud.”
Both Turner and Taylor said 
McConnell’s strength lies in her 
hitting.
“She’s been a major contribu-
tor (to the team) since I’ve been 
here, and I’ve relied on her a 
lot,” Turner said.
McConnell said she has 
served as a team captain for the 
past two years.
“I’m kind of like the one 
in command,” she said. “The 
catcher leads everyone through 
what they’re supposed to be do-
ing.”
McConnell said she shows 
leadership through her actions 
rather than her words.
“She’s one of the top play-
ers on the team,” said Taylor, 
who plays center fi eld and is the 
leadoff hitter on the team. “She’s 
a really good leader. She knows 
when to step it up, how to talk to 
the girls … and stuff like that.”
McConnell said she has been 
playing softball since the age of 
fi ve.
During high school, she said 
she played volleyball, basket-
ball and softball, before fi nally 
choosing to stick with playing 
softball.
While in high school, McCo-
nnell said she went on several 
recruiting trips, one of which 
introduced her to SJSU.
She said there were many 
small things that caught her at-
tention and made SJSU stand 
out more than the other schools 
she visited.
“I liked the campus,” McCo-
nnell said. “And I kind of liked 
what I was told about the  pro-
gram.”
In Fall 2006, one year after 
she had arrived at SJSU, Turn-
er said McConnell was ineli-
gible to play any games because 
she didn't have good enough 
grades.
"I've seen her grow tremen-
dously," he said. "Now she val-
ues her education."
Turner said he wants to help 
the players with their softball 
careers, but also prepare them 
for life without the sport.
“One of our major goals is to 
make sure that (the athletes) de-
part (from SJSU) with a degree,” 
Turner said.
He said he is pleased with 
the players’ academic achieve-
ments.
If things don’t work out with 
softball, McConnell said she 
wants to work with children in 
special education.
“I would love to continue 
playing softball,” McConnell 
said. “But there are not so many 
options out there for softball 
players, especially now that (the 
sport is not in) the Olympics 
anymore.”
Anna-Maria Kostovska
Staff Writer
McConnell became 
SJSU’s carrer home run 
leader this season
Lady Gaga and Beyonce seemed 
to have inspired a number of the 
performances during Thursday 
night's drag show, put on by Queers 
Thoughtfully Interrupting Prejudice.
Attendees nearly filled the Morris 
Dailey Auditorium, where the event 
was held.
“We (wanted) to host this event to 
show that we do have a queer com-
munity on this campus,” said Cathy 
Kim Bui, stage manager for the drag 
show and a junior environmental 
studies major.
Events such as these allow people 
to express a different side of them-
selves, said Evelyn Thorne, public 
relations representative for QTIP.
“It’s interesting experiencing the 
other side of gender,” said Thorne, 
a junior creative arts major. “I’ve 
never done drag before so, today, 
walking around … as a guy is a com-
pletely different experience.”
Thorne said the annual drag show 
was first started at SJSU three years 
ago after members of QTIP said they 
wanted to see one on campus.
One of the performers was Alicia 
Marie, who said she had traveled 
from San Francisco to take part in 
the event.
Though she has performed at drag 
shows in other cities before, she said 
it was her first time performing in 
San Jose.
“I’m next (to perform)," said Ali-
cia Marie, whose performance was a 
tribute to her idol Selena Quintanil-
la-Perez. "I’m nervous and excited.”
For people who are not familiar 
with the art of drag, an event such as 
this is a good opportunity for them 
to be introduced to this positive as-
pect of the gay community, she said.
“I think (this event) is a great op-
portunity to express the art of drag,” 
she said.
One of the acts of the evening 
consisted of three SJSU students, 
Lorraine Rodvold, Melissa Francis 
and Tri Dao.
They were not wearing drag out-
fits, but their performance fit the 
atmosphere of the show.
“Our performance is a celebra-
tion of Beyonce and Lady Gaga,” 
said Dao, a senior advertising ma-
jor.
Dao, a Beyonce fan, said they 
wanted to incorporate everything 
they loved about her into their per-
formance.
“It was fun (to perform),” said 
Rodvold, a junior public relations 
major.
“At first I was only doing it for 
(Dao), but it came to a point where 
it was fun to do it for me,” she said.
Sami Gruen, a sophomore dance 
and psychology major, said she came 
to the event because she wanted to 
see her friends perform.
“I loved every minute of (the 
show),” Gruen said. “I love that 
there is support for gay people (on 
campus).”
She said she was dancing in her 
seat, cheering on her friends and 
the other performers.
Kristi Knab, a junior politi-
cal science major, said, “I thought 
(this event) was awesome and very 
entertaining.”
After director Kathryn Bigelow won an Oscar 
for Best Director for the fi lm "The Hurt Locker," 
one SJSU student director said it was great for a 
woman to win the award.
"It's inspiring," said Kathie Truong, a senior ra-
dio, television and fi lm major. "You don't see a lot 
of female directors."
Barnaby Dallas, coordinator for production for 
the department of radio, television and fi lm, said 
the fi lm industry doesn't have a lot of accessibility 
for female directors.
"You couldn't say it's a level playing fi eld," said 
Dallas, who co-runs Spartan Film Studios.
He said there are more and more women work-
ing as directors and writers in the fi lm industry.
"It's changing, but it hasn't tipped yet," Dallas 
said.
Emily Sun, a senior child and adolescent devel-
opment major, said she didn't care whether a di-
rector was male or female.
"I don't think it matters," she said. "I just think 
of the fi nal product."
Film technology and the studio system breaking 
down is bringing about the change in the industry, 
Dallas said, and university programs such as the 
one at SJSU show that change.
Sun said she's supports having more female di-
rectors in the fi lm industry.
"I'm all about it," she said. "As long as the work 
is good."
Jesus Alvarez, a junior computer engineering major, 
said he thinks there should be more female directors.
"I just think that it's time that it's more equal," 
he said.
Dallas said there aren't any obstacles for fe-
male directors at SJSU.
"The roadblock here is that you have to have 
a good script," he said.
Dallas said the female directors at SJSU have 
shown their talent.
"The women in our department are sort of 
stepping it up," he said.
Dallas said Truong is one of those directors.
"Kathie is just a top, top filmmaker," he 
said.
Truong said she got into filmmaking two years 
ago when she joined a film club and found out 
about the behind-the-scenes action of a film.
"I loved being on a movie set," she said.
In one of her classes, Truong said she had to 
make a short film that was 10 minutes or less.
She said she gathered equipment, crew and 
found actors for the film, which ended up being 
a short about a salsa dancer called "Let Go."
"It was really corny but people liked it and 
enjoyed it," Truong said.
Dallas said he was one of the people that en-
joyed the film and encouraged her to submit it 
to the Cinequest Film Festival.
"It's amazing," he said. "I couldn't believe 
how good it was."
Truong said her film did well at Cinequest 
and helped her network and gain experience.
"It's mainly who you know in the industry," 
she said.
Dallas said Truong has worked on the past 
three or four feature films for Spartan Film 
Studios, where students direct, write and shoot 
films, and that Truong is one of the most well-
rounded directors in the department.
"She can write, direct, work in the electrical 
department," Dallas said. "She can just do about 
everything."
He said there's one thing she needs to do to 
elevate herself to the level of directors such as 
Mark Tran, who directed "All About Dad."
"The only thing she needs to do would be to 
do a feature film," he said.
Truong said she plans to eventually work on 
a feature film and is even thinking about story 
concepts.
One of the ideas, she said, is a film about a 
college student who is having a child.
Truong said she likes to make cultural mov-
ies such as "Slumdog Millionaire," and wants to 
offer different perspectives on culture.
"I kind of want to show more of the world," 
she said.
Truong can go as far as she wants in the in-
dustry, Dallas said.
"The only thing that will stop her will be her-
self," he said.
Dallas said some students quit because of the 
hard work it involves being a director, and that 
she just has to stick it out.
Truong said she hopes to live in Los Angeles 
and wants to learn more about filmmaking.
"I might surprise everybody," she said.
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Female student director shoots for success
New Krueger fi lm proves 
to be real nightmare
As I sat in the theater watch-
ing the remake of  “A Nightmare 
on Elm Street,” I could not help 
but wonder if I was stuck in a 
real nightmare.
The “Nightmare” remake is 
another sorry decision by Hol-
lywood big-wigs to take Wes 
Craven's original movie idea, 
update it for the sake of mak-
ing money, and expect it not 
to suck.
Director Samuel Bayer and 
producer Michael Bay morphed 
the classic “Nightmare” into a 
stereotypical mainstream scary 
movie that was not entertaining 
or scary.
The fi lm starts out with a 
bang. The opening scene takes 
place at a restaurant and focuses 
on a high school student being 
tormented by Freddy Krueger.
After Krueger forced the 
student to slit his own throat, I 
thought the rest of the fi lm was 
going to be just as crazy.
Unfortunately, the movie 
was all downhill from there.
Not 10 minutes into the fi lm, 
it becomes obvious that the di-
rector wants to scare the audi-
ence by having a moment of si-
lence and then having Krueger 
jump out of nowhere.
This is the oldest trick in the 
horror-movie playbook. When 
sudden surprises are the only 
way you can scare the audience, 
it makes the fi lm predictable 
and less scary.
The fi lm follows a group of 
high school students who are 
haunted by Krueger.
One by one, each of them are 
killed in their dreams, and it is 
up to the remaining survivors 
to kill Krueger.
Rooney Mara plays the main 
character Nancy Holbrook, a 
normal high school student who 
is having dreams of Krueger.
Mara's performance in the 
movie was boring and disengag-
ing — I felt no connection to her 
or her troubles in the movie.
Kyle Gallner plays Quentin 
O'Grady, Holbrook's love inter-
est and fellow classmate being 
haunted by Krueger.
As the movie progresses and 
the body count rises, the group 
of friends realize there is a con-
nection between them.
Slowly each student starts 
to realize that Krueger is kill-
ing them for events that hap-
pened when they were in 
preschool.
Jackie Earle Haley stars as 
Krueger. His makeup and cos-
tume design were very demon-
ic looking.
Just staring at all the burns 
and scars on his face was 
enough to scare me.
Haley had the impossible 
task of replacing Robert En-
glund as the blade-wielding 
maniac.
Englund made the Krue-
ger character so strange and 
demented that he psychologi-
cally scared the crap out of 
the viewer.
Haley’s performance as 
Krueger was very subtle and 
monolithic. 
His performance lacked 
the type of personality which 
made the original character 
great.
At the end of the movie we 
find out Krueger molested the 
now-teenage students when 
they were in preschool.
After the children's parents 
found out what Krueger was 
up to, they burned him alive. 
Krueger got revenge by killing 
the students in their dreams.
The overall acting in this 
movie was terrible at best. 
I have seen better acting in 
pornographic films.
The movie had cool murder 
scenes, but the acting from 
this young cast had me afraid 
to watch.
The scariest part of this movie 
was the fact I paid $10.50 for a 
ticket.
Kellan Lutz stars in the remake of Freddy Krueger fi lm ‘A Nightmare on Elm Street.’  PHOTO 
COURTESY OF THE ALL MOVIE PHOTO WEBSITE
Kathie Truong, a senior radio, television 
and fi lm major, adjusts lighting at a test 
shoot for the fi lm “Cheap Fun” on Thurs-
day.  HUSAIN SUMRA / SPARTAN DAILY
PROFILE
Gillette, center, lightens the mood with a song backstage in Morris Dailey Auditorium with fellow performers, 
Miss Mona Lot Moore, left, and Beyonsoy Feroshe, right, before the 3rd Annual Drag Show on Thursday.  
JOHN RUSO / SPARTAN DAILY
It’s that time of the year again, 
and once more, I’ve been bitten 
by the music festival bug.
Music festivals are amazing.
I recently enjoyed three mem-
orable days of fun in the sun at 
the 11th annual Coachella Music 
and Arts Festival in Indio, Calif.
This was my fourth year at-
tending and as a Coachella veter-
an, I must say that the live music 
never gets old.
If you’re someone who loves 
music and loves art, things which 
usually go hand in hand, you have to take one week-
end off at some point in your life to go to Coachella.
The most epic thing about music festivals is that 
no matter where you are in the world, you’re bound 
to have a good time when you get great musicians 
and artists together in one location.
There is the “Sasquatch! Music Festival” up north 
in Washington state, the “Big Beach Boutique Party” 
held beachside at Brighton, United Kingdom and 
Belgium’s “I Love Techno Music Festival,” just to 
name a few of the festivals from around the world.
Music festivals bring beautiful and exciting 
music lovers together.
For example, take the mass of people that gather 
for downtown San Jose’s “Music in the Park” held 
Thursday nights during the summer.
While it may not be on par with Coachella and oth-
er large festivals, people crowd together for the same 
reason — a love for music, especially live music.
It’s the same reason I spend all my savings on 
these festivals.
I want everyone to experience and share the love 
for music that I have — I can’t help but walk away 
feeling overwhelmed with joy after each festival.
These festivals are great, and no, I have not been 
to all of them ... yet.
From the moment you learn the lineup to the 
moment you leave, the trip will be eventful and 
unforgettable.
You might think you can’t afford it, but two 
weeks before the festival you might get lucky and 
be able to buy your tickets be-
cause you’ve been working extra 
shifts at work.
Then you have to fi nd a ride.
Do you like the people you are 
riding with?
Who cares? You’re going.
The list of inexplicable lucky 
breaks can and will continue, 
until you are fi nally home again, 
sharing your experiences with the 
unfortunate souls you left behind.
Music festivals are also great 
because no one seems to have 
the same adventure — it’s so easy to lose yourself 
in the crowd of people following the different music 
notes.
Besides, it would be boring to have the same mem-
ories as your neighbor.
No matter the festival’s location, musical genre or 
weather, everyone will be in great spirits, celebrating 
the talented musicians and the sound of beautiful 
lyrics and instruments.
Music festivals are a reminder to the human race 
that it is still possible to get thousands of people to-
gether for a loving purpose — to enjoy good music.
The Xylophone Man didn’t 
know how to play the xylophone.
Instead, the elderly English-
man hammered random notes 
— one, two, three — then glided 
the rubber mallets in a glissando 
across a rainbow-colored toy 
xylophone.
He repeated the childlike pat-
tern over and over again for pass-
ers-by in Nottingham, England.
Every day. For 15 years.
Ask anyone who traveled near 
his city of Nottingham, and they 
would instantly recognize the 
“ding, ding, ding, brrrrrring” 
noise he made from his favorite 
spot across from the H&M shop.
They all agreed: He wasn’t 
very good at all.
Friendly? Yes.
Eccentric? Sure.
Talented at anything other 
than sheer tenacity? No.
He was congenial, but didn’t 
talk much. No one much both-
ered to talk to him in any case. 
It seemed as if any idle chit-chat 
would take him away from his 
very important job of sucking at 
the xylophone.
Besides, no one is going to 
toss him some change when he’s 
not playing. Talking to passers-
by was bad for the xylophone 
business.
As a result, no one knew his 
name or his story until 2004, 
when the newspapers announced 
Xylophone Man had died.
Days later, thousands showed 
up for his memorial service.
A plaque was dedicated 
and placed at his favorite spot 
outside the H&M.
A light rail tram was named 
after him.
And that was the fi rst time 
many people actually realized 
he had a name other than Xylo-
phone Man.
He was Frank Robinson, ac-
cording to a 2003 interview in 
LeftLion Magazine.
He was 72 years old, he didn’t 
have any family and he cited El-
vis and the Beatles as his musical 
inspirations.
“I don’t pretend that I’m Mo-
zart,” he told the magazine. “I’m 
just having a bit of fun and keep-
ing people entertained.”
I arrived in Nottingham on 
a work-abroad program in the 
spring of 2005, P.X.M. (Post-
Xylophone Man).
I never had the pleasure of 
listening to his odd soundtrack.
I tried looking him up online. 
Nothing on YouTube. Nothing 
on MySpace. Facebook had yet 
to gain traction.
I couldn’t believe a man could 
devote 15 years of his life doing 
something so loud and notice-
able, and there was not a trace of 
him online, other than the Left-
Lion article.
Once Facebook gained popular-
ity, a group called “The Xylophone 
Man Appreciation Society” popped 
up, and there are now just shy of 
6,000 members in the group.
That’s where I found the only 
video I could fi nd of Robinson, an 
eight-second clip of him banging 
away at the bells while someone 
gave him some change.
Eight seconds was more than 
enough to get a sense of his raw 
— very raw — talent.
My friends said Nottingham 
had but two legends: Robin 
Hood and the Xylophone Man. 
So how is it that such a cen-
tral fi xture of that city could go 
nameless and unknown until af-
ter his death?
I have to bring this legend 
back home. How many legends 
of San Jose will be ignored be-
cause no one stopped to ask?
And what about the people 
closest in our lives? Do you 
know what your grandparents 
did for a living when they were 
your age?
I don’t. I didn’t have the fore-
sight to ask while they were still 
alive.
If I did, I could have found 
a living legend in their untold 
stories. A San Jose light rail car 
could be named after them. A 
plaque placed in their name.
And thousands could have 
come to their memorial.
Experiencing death is no 
easy task.
Having to cope with the loss 
of something one cares deeply 
for can result in an emotion-
ally charged aftermath which 
leaves the bereaved in a lam-
entable mental state, with feel-
ings of frustration and sadness 
running rampant.
My Xbox 360 recently 
passed away.
The cause of death? The 
famed “Red Ring of Death,” a 
hardware defect that has taint-
ed more than 50 percent of all 
Xbox 360 consoles purchased, 
according to a survey by Game 
Informer magazine.
I guarantee that anyone 
who has purchased an Xbox 
360 prior to 2009 is well 
aware of this harsh reality, 
and Microsoft is sure as hell 
aware of it.
I want to know why Micro-
soft has done so little to com-
pletely eliminate the bug from 
the consoles in circulation.
Between my undergradu-
ate studies and my social life, 
I haven’t had too much time 
to play video games, but in the 
little time that I do have to get 
some game time in, the last 
thing I want to deal with is a 
dead Xbox.
I’ve been a strong advocate 
for the Xbox 360 since it was 
released in 2005, and I still 
believe the Xbox 360 has the 
best library of console-exclu-
sive games, in addition to an 
intuitive and streamlined on-
line component in the form of 
Xbox Live.
But honestly, it’s been five 
years since the first red rings 
surfaced, and the fact that it’s 
2010 and my Xbox 360 just 
died from the same defect is 
just downright dirty.
The first Xbox 360 I owned 
lasted about a year before it 
failed.
  I went through the motions 
any disgruntled consumer 
would go through, calling Mi-
crosoft’s 24-hour hot line and 
requesting a repair service.
A few days later, I received 
a cardboard box in the mail 
with instructions on where to 
send it.
I didn’t know that the con-
sole wouldn’t be returned to 
me for nearly three months.
After waiting for what 
seemed like a millennium, I 
finally received a refurbished 
Xbox 360 in the mail, which 
proceeded to work for about 
three months before falling 
victim to the same defect that 
has felled countless other con-
soles.
According to Game In-
former magazine, the defect is 
caused by a cheaply made com-
puter chip that Microsoft used 
to cut costs.
And now, Xbox 360 owners 
are still suffering for Micro-
soft’s money-saving tactics.
When I invest in a $250 
product, I expect it to be fully 
functional and fl awless. Mi-
crosoft has handled the situa-
tion irresponsibly, extending 
warranties and sending re-
furbished consoles to pissed-
off Xbox owners instead of 
recalling and replacing every 
defective machine.
When car manufacturers 
screw up, they make damn sure 
to recall every defective vehicle 
and replace it with a working 
model.
Why can’t Microsoft do the 
same? Sure, newer Xbox 360 
consoles work just fi ne, but 
what about the consumers who 
have to deal with defective con-
soles? Not to mention the “re-
furbished” consoles still in cir-
culation at game stores around 
the world that more than likely 
carry the defective hardware.
Microsoft is doing a dis-
service to customers who have 
grown to accept the once con-
sole-illiterate company as a 
major player in the video game 
industry.
To Microsoft — get off your 
fat, greedy, corporate asses and 
make up for your mistakes in-
stead of tiptoeing around the 
problem, or else I might just have 
to shell out for a PlayStation 3.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Spartan Daily, 
I am writing to you regarding the “booty 
call” advertisement on the back of the Spar-
tan Daily. 
As a woman, I feel really disrespected and 
I find it very offensive to other females as 
well. 
In this society we are trying to prevent 
the degradation of women, and you guys are 
promoting it on the back of a college news-
paper. 
It was wrong and inappropriate. I was 
very disappointed when I first saw it. Not 
only that, I was embarrassed, too. 
It was unprofessional to put that picture 
up and I hope you guys can fix that problem 
for future reference. 
Thank you for your time.
Kathy Deng
More than 100 members of 
the community gathered Satur-
day morning at Almaden Lake 
Park in support of Community 
Pregnancy Centers’ 30th an-
nual “Walk for Life & Charged 
Up for Life 5K Run.”
Community Pregnancy 
Centers have three locations 
in Santa Clara County and a 
fourth service center at SJSU 
through an offi cial club called 
the Campus Pregnancy Sup-
port Team.
“The community is very gen-
erous to us,” said Valerie Hill, 
the centers’ executive director 
and a volunteer since 1989. 
“This event will provide one-
sixth of our budget and is our 
biggest fundraiser of the year.”
The event was sponsored 
by K-LOVE and Air1 radio sta-
tions, C28, a Christian retail 
clothing, music and accessory 
store chain and by 14 different 
community churches.
“The Campus Pregnancy 
Support Team comes alongside 
the student body to be there 
for their fellow students,” said 
Donna Hecke, director of de-
velopment at Community Preg-
nancy Centers and affi liate liai-
son for the Campus Pregnancy 
Support Team. “It’s a great op-
portunity for students to talk 
to those with a core-confi dence 
and compassion that want to 
help through tough situations 
like pregnancy.”
Hecke said the team com-
prises 15 students that have 
been trained to be client advo-
cates and who have served the 
SJSU campus for two school 
years.
Club members are trained 
by the centers to provide infor-
mation based on three life-long 
decisions or options of parent-
ing, adoption or abortion, she 
said.
Hill said the student volun-
teers are committed to seeing 
that all students who need help 
receive the support they need 
regardless of age, race, gender, 
creed or marital status.
The Campus Pregnancy 
Support Team is a Christian-
based and life-affi rming stu-
dent group that provides in-
formation, compassion and 
practical support for those 
facing unplanned pregnancies, 
dealing with pregnancy issues 
and seeking sexual health in-
formation, according to the 
team’s website.
“It’s our goal to love peo-
ple,” said Elise Pannabecker, 
a senior teaching major and 
member of the team. “We want 
to meet the needs of the whole 
person in physical, emotional 
and spiritual ways.”
Lauren Lewis, a senior hos-
pitality management major and 
member of the team, said all of 
the campus services are free, 
confi dential, non-judgmental 
and available on campus Tues-
days and Wednesdays from 
noon to 1 p.m. in Hugh Gillis 
Hall, room 236.
“We try our best to give hon-
est, straightforward and up-
to-date information about all 
of the options you have when 
you’re pregnant,” Lewis said.
Chelsea Jackson, a senior 
biology major and team presi-
dent, said they offer peer coun-
seling, free pregnancy tests, 
information on options, sexual 
health and sexually transmit-
ted diseases and give referrals 
to the Student Health Center 
or Community Pregnancy Cen-
ters.
“A lot of times, being able to 
talk to someone to get things 
off of their chest and to have 
someone just listen is all they 
need,” Jackson said.
She said team members re-
move their personal and reli-
gious beliefs during peer coun-
seling because they never want 
to infl uence a decision.
“We would never want peo-
ple to regret a decision they 
made because they were given 
biased information or led a 
certain way,” Jackson said.
She said the centers are a 
resource to the club and have 
larger facilities and amenities 
the club is unable to offer on 
campus.
The Community Pregnancy 
Centers were founded in 1981 
and provide a range of counsel-
ing and services, including an 
STD clinic, ultrasounds, fi rst 
and second  trimester prenatal 
care, childbirth classes, youth 
education, post-abortion re-
covery and practical support 
with maternity and baby cloth-
ing, diapers, formula, furnish-
ings, car seats, cribs and stroll-
ers, Hill said.
“With counseling alone, 
women will choose life 65 per-
cent of the time if she’s abor-
tion-minded,” she said. “With 
an ultrasound, it’s 85 percent.”
Hill said the centers do not 
provide any of their free servic-
es without counseling because 
they wish to know where their 
clients are emotionally and 
mentally before being able to 
help them meet their physical 
and medical needs.
“We’re faith-based and 
want to serve the community 
in God’s love without having 
to say it,” she said. “Most of 
the time we don’t say anything, 
we just show them God’s love 
through our charitable acts.”
Hill said the centers func-
tion with 150 volunteers, 15 
part-time staff members and 
two full-time staff members.
The centers do not receive 
government or state funding 
but are fi nancially supported 
by fundraising events, local 
churches and community in-
dividuals, according to Com-
munity Pregnancy Centers’ 
website.
Hill said the centers will be 
renamed in June to the “Real 
Options Pregnancy Medical 
Clinics” with a pair of new cam-
paigns through Comcast televi-
sion advertising.
“We’re doing a donor cam-
paign geared toward the con-
servative, un-churched people 
who can afford to support us,” 
she said. “And in September, 
we’re going to do a client cam-
paign on the stations that 15-to 
24-year-olds watch.”
Hill said the Community 
Pregnancy Centers are also 
launching a men’s ministry to 
give support for the partners of 
female clients who chose par-
enting.
“Most of the time men are 
in the waiting rooms, don’t 
feel included and don’t know 
what information the mother 
is receiving,” she said. “We 
can mentor these guys, help 
alleviate their fears and ques-
tions, show them what a gift 
a child can be in their life and 
help them come alongside as 
fathers.”
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Freshman communications major Susie Redmond (right) and undeclared freshman 
Fiona Catalano help out at the merchandise booth at the ‘Walk for Life’ event at 
Almaden Lake Park on Saturday. DONOVAN FARNHAM / SPARTAN DAILY
Supporters ‘walk for life’ at pregnancy support fundraiser
Hannah Keirns
Staff Writer
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